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At Abbots Green, we truly believe in ensuring our children grow as individuals. This is at the 
heart of our school rainbow values which filter through our Art and Design lessons. Children 
learn to become independent, inspired and reflective learners as they develop their 
knowledge and skills to become artists. We consider that having a broad, balanced curriculum 
inspires and ignites children’s curiosity but also contextualises learning, enabling children to 
develop a passion for learning. By providing first hand experiences, children revisit prior 
knowledge and build upon this and their understanding across a wide range of subjects.

We believe in an active teaching approach which inspires and motivates not only children but 
also teachers. Art is an ideal forum to enrich and support other areas of the curriculum, 
particularly, English, design and technology (DT) and history. Whilst we understand that topical 
links and connections are key, we also recognise the need for depth and revisiting within our 
modules at Abbots Green. 

We consider Art and DT are closely linked and therefore should be closely planned together. 
Art enables children to explore a range of artists from different time periods and cultures, 
broadening their understanding of the world around them. We use the National Curriculum 
2014 and the Early Years Foundation Stage Early Learning Goals as well as the CUSP Art 
Curriculum and resources to plan our curriculum. In the Early Years Art is taught via termly 
topic themes. In Key Stages 1 and 2, Art is taught as a block of standalone lessons. By blocking 
Art, it enables the subject to be given the time it deserves ensuring the depth of learning is 
provided. Furthermore, children are given the time to build upon prior knowledge, vocabulary, 
understanding and skills. Our long term curriculum has been carefully mapped out to ensure 
the coverage is met but also that each year group has a balance of Art over the year. 
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Aims of teaching Art:
As stated in the National Curriculum our aims are for students:

• To produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their 

experiences

• To become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, 

craft and design techniques

• To evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, 

craft and design

• To know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and 

understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms.
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Early Years

In Early Years, children are encouraged to become Artists. As part of the continuous provision both 
inside and outdoors the children are exposed to a variety of creative tasks each week. Over the 
year these activities enable children to experiment and explore a wide range of materials, 

techniques and experiment with colour, texture, design,  form and function. Vocabulary is planned 
and prioritised to support pupils to know more and increase their understanding. 

Creating with Materials

Children will:

• Safely use and explore a variety of 

materials, tools and 

techniques, experimenting with colour, 

design, texture, form and function.

• Share their creations, explaining the process 

they have used.

• Make use of props and materials when role 

playing characters in narratives and stories

Reception Curriculum coverage Autumn 2
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The CUSP Art curriculum is organised into blocks with each block covering a particular set of 
artistic disciplines, including drawing, painting, printmaking, textiles, 3D and collage. Vertical 
progression in each discipline has been deliberately woven into the fabric of the curriculum so 
that pupils can revisit key disciplines throughout their Primary journey at increasing degrees of 
challenge and complexity. In addition to the core knowledge required to be successful within 
each discipline, the curriculum outlines key aspects of artistic development in the Working 
Artistically section. Each module will focus on developing different aspects of these 
competencies. This will support teachers in understanding pupils’ development as artists more 
broadly, as well as how successfully they are acquiring the taught knowledge and skills.

Working Artistically

Shape Line Colour Value Form Texture Space

Shape is a 

flat (2D) 

area 

surrounded 
by an 

outline or 

edge.

Lines are 

used to 

show 

movement 
and mood. 

Colour is 

used to 

convey 

atmosphere 
and mood. 

Value is the 

intensity of 

colour and 

depends on 
the amount 

of white 

added. 

Artists use 

form when 

they create 

sculptures. 
These are 

3D shapes. 

Texture is 

the look 

and feel of 

a surface. 

Space in 

artwork 

makes a 

flat image 
look like it 

has form.



Art and Design ‒ Curriculum map – KS1



Art and Design ‒ Curriculum Map– Lower KS2



Art and Design ‒ Curriculum Map– Upper KS2
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Core Content and Expectations – Autumn Term  KS1
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Core Content 

and 

Expectations

Autumn Term

KS2
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Our Art and Design Long term plan.

Art and Design Long Term Plan 

Year Autumn Spring Summer

1 Drawing Painting Printmaking Textiles Collage 3D

2 Drawing 

Painting

Printmaking 

Textiles and collage

3D

3 Drawing and 

painting

Printmaking

Printmaking Textiles and 

collage

3D

4 Drawing Painting

Printmaking and 

textiles

3D

5 Drawing and painting Printmaking Textiles and collage

3D

New module

School study or 

revisit previous 

module and 

elaborate.

6 Drawing

Painting and collage

Printmaking and 

textiles

3D

Revisiting 

previous modules 

and project
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Example of planning

CUSP Art and Design is written by Art and Design 

expert teachers, including Artsmark National 

Assessors. The comprehensive plans support staff so 

that information and training they need is in place so 

they can successfully deliver excellent lessons to our 

pupils. This ranges from videos, worked examples 

and teacher exemplar files showcasing what is 

expected.
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Example of planning: Key Stage One
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Example of planning: Key Stage Two
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In Art knowledge notes are used as an aid memoire for pupils. They are introduced at the start of lesson one 

so that pupils know what core knowledge and skills they will acquire and the technical vocabulary they will 

learn as the lessons progress. 

Core content: 

Pupils are 

provided with a 

brief summary of 

the content of 

each block. 

Technical 

vocabulary: Key 

technical 

vocabulary that is 

covered in each 

block, providing a 

useful glossary of 

terms for pupils 

to refer to. Icons 

have been used 

to aid 

understanding of 

terms.

Connections: 

Images, 

showing 

examples of 

illustrators’ 

and artists’ 

work, are 

used so that 

pupils can 

refer to these 

as a reminder 

of the artists 

they have 

studied and 

the styles 

associated 

with those 

artists. 
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Every classroom has an Art display to showcase children’s work but also acts as a 
working wall. It stands as a platform for children to refer to the technical 
vocabulary and core knowledge and skills for the current block. 
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Assessment of Pupils: Teachers assessment of pupils is formative based on pupil outcomes and 
questioning from each lesson. The following information below is outlined in each Cusp block and can 
be used to assess pupils’ knowledge and application of artistic techniques and their understanding 
and use of artistic vocabulary.

• Expectations for each block are made explicit on slide one, e.g. At the end of this block pupils will 
know marks can be made using a variety of drawing tools and will be able to select appropriate 
tools and make a range of marks.

• The Point of Reflection section specifies the expected outcome for each lesson.
• The Questions for Assessment section in each block provide specific questions to be used with 

pupils to elicit their level of understanding of tools, techniques and effects, e.g. What happens if 
you change the size of the mark?

• The Oracy and Vocabulary tasks on slide five provide ample opportunities for teachers to evaluate 
pupils’ ability to: - use artistic language effectively; - explain artistic techniques and processes; -
evaluate their own and others’ work.

• The vocabulary quiz on slide six provides an opportunity for teachers to assess pupils’ deeper 
understanding and application of artistic and technical vocabulary covered in the block. 

• The exemplifications demonstrate the expected standard against which teachers can assess pupils’ 
work. 

The best form of assessment in art is in-action, while pupils are working. This helps us to understand 
pupils’ development as artists, rather than their ability to produce a prescribed end outcome. By 
encouraging pupils to articulate their thinking and reflections, we can understand which aspects of 
artistic development they may require additional teaching in and reshape teaching to support this. 
(Taken from CUSP teachers handbook) 



Exemplification Photographs are provided for each block, showing annotated examples

of sketchbook work and finished pieces. These provide teachers with a standard by which 

they can assess pupils’ work.
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Art and Design 
Impact
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Early years children experience art everyday as part of the 

continuous provision in their environment. Weekly planning 

identifies opportunities for the children to experience different 

areas of art linked to their weekly text. Here is an example of 
experimenting with colour and materials to create a unique space 

scene. 

Children have daily access to transient 

art resources including loose parts 

which they use to design and create 

individually as well as within groups.  

The children study a range of 

different artists. Here is an 

example of a set up for the 

children to independently 
respond to the artist Giuseppe 

Arcimboldo.

Each class has a creative area 

to allow constant access to art 

resources. 
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