
Curriculum Coverage Autumn 2 – Reception 

Jolly Journeys 

Text  
 
 
 
 
 

Diwali 
Acorn book  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once Upon a 
Tide 
Tony Mitton 
 
 
 
 

The Night 
Pirates 
Peter Harris and 
Deborah Allwright 

Aliens Love 
Underpants 
Claire  
Freedman 

The Way Back 
Home 
Oliver Jeffers 

Lost and 
Found 
Oliver Jeffers 

Question Can you talk about 
Diwali? 

If you were stuck on 
a desert Island what 
would you do? 

What is a 
shadow? 

Who is Neil  
Armstrong? 

What do you 
know about 
planets? 

How do you look 
after a penguin? 
Trip to Colchester 
Zoo. 

Vocabulary 
(including a 
range of nouns, 
verbs and 
describing) 

Festival 
Doorstep  
Welcome  
Celebrate  
Special  
Wicked  

Island 
Tide 
Shore  
Launch 
Searched 
both 

Pirate 
Shadow 
Join 
aboard 
Stealthy 
brave 

Elastic  
Space  
Flapping  
Squeeze  
Clean  
Frilly  

Way  
home 
Wondered 
Stuck   
Alone  
Suddenly   

South pole  
Iceberg. 
Discovered 
Decided  
Lost 
Found 

Topic 
Vocab 

Diva 
Rangoli 
Mehndi 

Deserted  
Map 

Adventure  
Moon  
Rough/tough 

Alien 
Spaceship 

Aeroplane  
In trouble  

Penguin  
Lost and found 
office  

Literacy 
 
 

Non Fiction Text. Labelling  
Caption writing 
for maps and 
wanted posters. 

Listening for 
sounds in 
words – label 
and list writing. 

Cooking moon 
cakes – follow a 
recipe. Record 
experience. 

Labelling using 
initial, middle 
and end 
sounds. 

Sentence 
writing using 
descriptive 
words. 

Maths 
 
 

Counting 
accurately 
matching 
quantity to 
numeral. 

Counting 
accurately 1-1 
correspondence. 

2D and 3D 
shape. 

Creating 
repeating 
patterns using 
shape. 

Counting and 
Estimating. 

Capacity. 
 
Prepositions?  

Science 
Welly 
Wednesday 

The Natural 
World 
 
 
 
 

What can you see 
in Autumn? What 
happens to the 
environment? 
Scavenger hunt. 

Create a bonfire 
and fireworks 
using natural 
resources. 

What does 
nocturnal 
mean? Which 
animals are 
nocturnal? 
Why? Make a 
nocturnal 
animal.  

Can you make a 
woodland 
potion? Find a 
stirring stick and 
make a wish. 

What does 
hibernate 
mean? Read 
‘One Snowy 
Night’ Talk 
about 
hedgehogs 
make one a 
home. 

Ice experiment. 

Geography 
People Culture 
and 
Communities 
 
The Natural 
World 

 

Who celebrates 
Diwali? Where do 
they live? Find 
India on a map  

Talk about 
different homes 
that people live 
in. Discuss 
similarities & 
differences. 

Island homes 
around the 
world – 
compare our 
island with one 
contrasting 
one? 

On google maps 
start at the 
school and zoom 
out. Discuss 
places of 
significance, 
country, 
continent and 
the earth being 
the planet 

Talk about the 
different 
planets 

Compare 
animals that 
live in England 
with those in 
the arctic. 
Compare two 
environments. 

History 
Past and 
Present 
(History 
within living 
memory) 

Story of Rama 
and Sita 

Bonfire night 
story (simplified) 

 Talk about space. 
Watch Apollo 
Moon Landing 
footage on you 
tube. 

Watch ‘space 
shuttle rocket 
launch’ discuss. 

Learn about 
Robert Scott 

Design and 
Technology 
Creating with 
materials 

Make a clay diva 
pot. 
 
Try Indian food? 

Building for 
purpose: make a 
boat out of junk 
modelling 

Use scissors to 
cut shadow 
puppets.  

Use different 
junk modelling 
resources to 
create a 
spaceship 

Evaluate and 
Improve 3D – 
junk model 
spaceships 
 

Penguins cards 
– cut out and 
arrange. Focus 
on pattern in 



materials that can 
float on water  

 hats/scarfs. 
Earmuffs etc.  

Art and 
Design 
Creating with 
materials 

Create fireworks 
based on Jackson 
Pollock – splatter 
painting 
 

Create a natural 
picture using 
pebbles and shells 
in the style of 
Andrew 
Goldsworthy. 

Design a flag 
using real sticks 
and a variety of 
loose parts to 
create a 
pattern. 
 

Explore moulding 
and loose part to 
create a 
Playdough model 
alien. 
 

Explore the use 
of pastels on a 
black 
background to 
create a picture 
of planets. 

Printing using 
different size 
and shaped 
potatoes to 
create penguins 

Music 
Being 
imaginative 
and expressive 
 

Voice warm ups. 
Autumn action 
songs. 

Explore tempo 
with instruments. 

Carol Concert songs – traditional new and action. 

PE  
Gross Motor 
 

Dressing and Undressing 
Gymnastics 

PSHE  
Jigsaw  

Celebrating difference: 
Identifying talents, Being Special, Families, Where we live, Making Friends and Standing up for yourself.  

Discovery 
Curriculum 

 
What is Christmas?  

 

 


