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Early Years

In Early Years, children are encouraged to become designers. As part of the continuous provision the 
children are exposed to a creative task each week; varying in focus including textiles and structures. In 
‘discover and do’ sessions in the afternoon the children use a range of authentic large scale construction 
resources in the outside area to build and create without the support of an adult. Spread out within the 
curriculum are opportunities for the children to work with food in small groups including baking and 
making fruit salads. With following the Early Years Framework and our curriculum having been designed 
carefully, children are able to make links to their previous learning and previously taught skills.

Children will:
- Use a wide variety of materials
- Use a wide variety of techniques
- Use a wide range of authentic tools.
- Experiment with colour, texture, design, 

form and function.
- Talk about and describe what they are doing 

and why
- Explain their understanding and share their 

own knowledge
- Recognise and explain a range of 

technology.
- Select and use technology for a particular 

purpose.



Below is a grid which highlights the 5 main areas of DT and which unit covers 
this in each year group. Electronical systems is only taught in Key Stage Two.
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This grid outlines how each 
of the national curriculum 
objectives are met in KS1 in 
each unit. The three key skills 
of DT (design, make and 
evaluate) are found in 
multiple units to enable 
retrieval practise.

The technical knowledge 
taught is different in each 
unit to develop a wide 
variety of skills across the 
year. Each technical skills is 
taught each year to enable 
retrieval and extension of 
skill level from year group to 
year group.
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This grid outlines how 
each of the national 
curriculum objectives 
are met in KS2 in 
each unit. The three key 
skills of DT (design, make 
and evaluate) are found 
in multiple units to 
enable retrieval 
practise.

The technical knowledge 
taught is different 
in each unit to develop a 
wide variety of skills 
across the year. Each 
technical skills is 
taught each year to 
enable retrieval 
and extension of skill 
level from year group to 
year group.
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Below is a grid highlighting when each unit is taught at Abbots Green. Our curriculum has 
been designed in this way to enable teachers to sequence their lessons in a way that relates 
to other subjects. Another consideration was seasonality for food units.
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Below is an example grid outlining the skills progression. This one relates to 
the design stage.
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The design strand continued: electrical systems and cooking/nutrition.
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The design strand continued: textiles.

Designing a pencil 

case in 

accordance to 

specification 

linked to set of 
design criteria to 

fit a specific 

theme.
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INTENT
Below is a grid outlining the skills progression for each strand. 
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Below is a grid outlining the skills progression for each strand. 
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In DT knowledge organisers are beginning to be used by teachers to drive enquire skills and develop 
children’s technical knowledge, understanding and additionally support our vocabulary rich curriculum. 
The purpose of a knowledge organiser is to highlight key vocabulary with definitions. They contain a 
child’s version of the teacher’s medium-term plan so that the children can see the learning sequence. 
On a DT organiser you will find pictures and diagrams demonstrating the key technical knowledge 
needed for the unit.

Knowledge note that has 

been annotated with ticks 

by a year 1 child during 

there mechanism module
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At Abbots Green, we use formative and summative assessment to track our children’s 

learning throughout each year group. At the end of each module teachers track the 

attainment of their class. We use a verbal retrieval practice in each lesson which enables 

pupils to revisit their learning regularly to ensure it is retained and embedded. Our ‘Go 
Global’ sessions offer children to revisit previously taught content whilst expanding and 

developing this with further challenge. 
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Within each unit of DT, for Year 1 up, the children have provided with a knowledge note 

which contains subject specific vocabulary and diagrams to help all children access the 

learning. Each DT lesson contains a vocabulary focus where teachers choose up to three 
focus words for the session. The knowledge notes are annotated by the children to aid with 

their understanding.  

Writing 

Pupils are expected to write across all areas of the curriculum and teachers model how to 
write purposefully using the curriculum and teachers model how to write purposefully using 

the correct features and subject specific vocabulary. 

Oracy 

Oracy is promoted as children are encouraged to speak in full sentences incorporating their 
DT specific vocabulary. 
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5 phase approach to teaching vocabulary
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Early years children experience DT everyday as part of the 

continuous provision in their environment. Weekly 

planning identifies opportunities for the children to 

experience different areas of DT linked to their weekly 
text. Here is an example of experimenting with colour and 

textiles to create a unique butterfly. 

Children have daily access to small 

and large scale loose parts which they 

use to design and create individually 

as well as within groups.  

The children have regular 

opportunity to explore food. 

Here the provision is set up for 

the children to independently 
cut and create their own healthy 

kebab. 
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Year 1
Year 1 the teaching of DT is blocked. The 

children designed and made cars linking to 

their history topic of toys. The children 

investigated the mechanism needed to 
wheels to work. They created their own 

design, made and evaluated their work. 

In textiles the year 1 children have 

started a project to make a 

puppet, linked to their English 

learning. The children practised a 
few different ways to attach fabric 

together before deciding on the 

joins they would use in their 

design.
In values and beliefs the children 

made doves using split pins to create 

the mechanism. This linked to 

previous work using split pins in DT.
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Year 2
Year 2 have been looking at the Great Fire of 

London as a significant event in history. To 

enhance their learning in the subject in DT the 

children made tutor houses to recreate the fire 
and observe how the fire spread so quickly. 

They even got to 

meet the local fire 

brigade.

Whilst learning about London the Year 

2 children undertook an investigation 

into bridges. Evaluated current 

designs before designing and creating 
their own bridges using a design 

criteria they had created. 

As part of a Geography topic about 

Africa the children designed and 

created African animals with a 

moving mechanism. 
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Year 3

Year 3 have been learning about healthy eating. As 

part of their food topic the children had the 

opportunity to design, make and their own healthy 

food kebabs. 
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Year 4

Year 4 have looking at food within their DT lessons. 

The children completed a biscuit project. The children 

first evaluated biscuits currently on the market before 

working in small groups, ‘companies’, to design, make 
and evaluate their product. As part of this project the 

children used their maths skills to create a budget for 

their ingredients and know how much to charge for 

each biscuit to make a profit. The budgeting sheet 

included details on ingredients as well as fees for 
electricity and other amenities. 

Year 4 have been learning about 

the Romans. To enhance their 

learning they designed and 

created roman catapults in D.T.
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Year 5

In Year 5 the children have been 

designing and making pop up books to 

share with the Year 1 children. 

In Year 5 the children had the 

opportunity to practise God’s eye 

weaving as part of a transition 

project into Year 6.
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Year 6

Year 6 have been learning about 

textiles. They have been designing 

for a purpose; to create 

themselves a pencil case. They 
children created design criteria to 

follow and created multiple 

designs to choose from. They then 

used a range of different stitches 

and application techniques to 
complete their project. 

One child was inspired by this 

project and made another pencil 

case at home. 

In the autumn term the Year 6 

children embark on a parent 

partnership project to make a 

electronic circuit game linked to 
their knowledge of WW1 from 

history.


